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Programme
for divorcing
parents
helps put
children first
Participants say consultation session made
them more aware of impact of marital split
Rahimah Rashith
At her lowest, Ms Amber Li contemplated suicide. Last year, the mother
of an autistic child discovered that
her husband was having an affair.
“I was heartbroken and unsure,”
said the 43-year-old, who subsequently fell into depression. “It was
the lowest point of my life.”
With her 19-year marriage falling
apart and a divorce looming, Ms Li
unwittingly neglected her 15-yearold autistic son, her only child. He
had started to be clingy in a bid for
attention.
“But I was not in the right state of
mind to focus on my son or anything else,” she told The Straits
Times.
At the advice of her lawyer, Ms Li
attended the Mandatory Parenting
Programme (MPP). It is a two-hour
one-time consultation session for
divorcing parents with children below 14 who do not have a signed formal agreement on a parenting plan
and other divorce matters.
The programme covers co-parenting and practical issues such as
housing options and responses of
children to their parents’ divorce.
Consultations are conducted by
counsellors at three agencies: Help
Family Service Centre, Care Corner
Centre for Co-Parenting, and Thye
Hua Kwan (THK) Centre for Family Harmony @ Commonwealth.
From Sunday, the MPP will be extended to all divorcing parents
with children below 21 years old.
Since the MPP’s implementation
in 2016, about 2,500 people have attended the programme.
According to the Ministry of Social and Family Development,
more than 95 per cent of the participants said they became more
aware of the impact of divorce on
their children, in terms of finances,
housing and practical needs post-

separation. The same percentage
of participants also agreed on the
need to prioritise their children’s
interests over their own, said the
ministry.
For Ms Li, her son started performing poorly in school as a result of the
marital spat. “He stopped getting
awards, he was barely getting a borderline pass,” she said. “I noticed,
but I was not in a state to help.”
Ms Li said the consultation
helped her to be more emotionally
prepared. “I learnt to stop pointing
fingers at my husband or third parties, and focused more on my son,”
she added.
Ms Perona Lee, a counsellor at
the THK Centre for Family Harmony, said the move to include
those with older children is beneficial because children of different
age groups and genders respond
differently to a divorce.
“Those in their early or late teens
tend to react to the divorce of their
parents with more outward expressions such as rebellious and hostile
ways,” she told The Straits Times.
Another participant, Ms Irene
Tan (not her real name), said: “I
was starting at ground zero. Divorce is a life-changing decision
and the session gave me the opportunity to be exposed to more resources, like the counsellors.”
The 32-year-old mother of three
also said the programme helped
her to put her personal preferences
and ego aside for the sake of her
children. “It was a good reminder
to be sensitive to our children’s
needs,” said the educational consultant.
She is now more inclined to let
her children spend more time with
her estranged husband.
“We were so caught up in the divorce that we forgot to put our children at the forefront,” she added.
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Shell oil theft: Nine
men face more charges
Elena Chong
Court Correspondent
Nine of the 14 men who were
charged last week in connection
with the misappropriation of fuel
from Shell were back in court yesterday to face more charges.
Each man faced one to two more
charges, bringing the total of
gas oil misappropriated to about
6,600 tonnes amounting to $3.6
million.
Except for Muhammad Ali Muhammad Nor, 51, a surveyor, the
others – Muzaffar Ali Khan
Muhamad Akram, 37; Juandi Pungot, 41; Cai Zhi Zhong, 35; Tiah
Kok Hwee, 41; Koh Choon Wei, 35;
Mohd Ibrahim K. Abdul Majid, 52;
Abdul Latif Ibrahim, 59; and
Richard Goh Chee Keong, 48 – are
either employees or former staff
of Shell Eastern Petroleum.
All were represented by lawyers.
Muzaffar Ali Khan, Juandi, Cai,
Tiah and Koh face two new charges
each, while Muhammad Ali, Mohd
Ibrahim, Abdul Latif and Goh face
one fresh charge each.
Muzaffar Ali Khan, Juandi, Cai,
Tiah and Koh allegedly abetted in a
conspiracy to misappropriate 300
tonnes of gas oil worth $165,000
on Nov 11 last year, when the oil
was entrusted to Juandi, Cai, Tiah
and Koh.
Then on Dec 31 last year, they
allegedly abetted in a scheme to
misappropriate 1,076.9 tonnes of
gas oil worth $592,295 belonging
to Shell.

Muhammad Ali’s new charge
states that he abetted Muzaffar Ali
Khan, Juandi, Tiah, Cai and Koh,
and Vietnamese national Doan
Xuan Than, 46, in a conspiracy to
misappropriate 1,076.9 tonnes of
gas oil worth $592,295 on Dec 31
last year. Than was not an employee of Shell.
As for Mohd Ibrahim, Abdul Latif
and Goh, they are accused in the
new charge of abetting in a conspiracy to commit criminal breach of
trust of 846.4 tonnes of gas oil on
Nov 14 last year. The property was
worth $465,520.
Deputy Public Prosecutor
Stephanie Chew sought a further
week’s remand for the nine, saying
there are likely to be additional
charges.
Lawyers for all nine were allowed to speak briefly to their
clients, who appeared in court in
red prison overalls, in the presence
of a police officer.
They will be back in court next
Monday afternoon.
Meanwhile, the case of two Vietnamese nationals Nguyen Duc
Quang, 46, and Dang Van Hanh, 37
– accused of abetment by conspiracy to dishonestly receive about
1,260 tonnes of oil by transferring
the fuel to a vessel – will be mentioned today.
Than and two others – Alan Tan
Cheng Chuan, 45; and Ng Hock
Teck, 54, who were charged last
Saturday – will appear in court on
Thursday.
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Speeding up patient visits at NUH
Linette Lai
A faster method to treat serious infections and partnerships with
community clinics are among the
ways National University Hospital
(NUH) is trying to make visits for
its patients more fuss-free.
The hospital has started giving patients rapid infusions for five commonly used drugs, meaning that
they can be done in less than a quarter of the time taken previously.
In the past, some patients with
serious infections used to have to
go in for antibiotic infusions almost
every day for weeks, with each session lasting up to 45 minutes.
The time reduction comes at no
cost to patients’ health, said Professor Dale Fisher, who is senior consultant in NUH’s infectious diseases division.
“We were at a conference in Australia and we heard about a group
that was doing this, so we looked at
the literature on the subject,” Prof
Fisher said.
He estimates that now, around
half the people in the hospital’s outpatient pharmacy are getting such
rapid infusions.
One of them was Mr Jimmy Chin,
a retired business owner who underwent a liver transplant and had
a serious bacterial infection.
He had to go for two rounds of
treatment, the first of which was administered using the old method.
“It saved quite a lot of time,” recalled the 56-year-old. “Sitting for
15 minutes was not as bad as sitting
for 45 minutes.”
NUH has also embarked on a separate scheme where patients are
given appointments with doctors
in their neighbourhood, rather
than specialists in hospital.
For example, a patient may have
issues with his heart, kidneys and
eyes, and has to see a different doctor for each.
The new scheme is meant to help

Retired business owner Jimmy Chin, who underwent a liver transplant and had a serious bacterial infection, is one of the
patients who have gone for speedier antibiotic infusions at the National University Hospital. PHOTO: NUH

consolidate visits and simplify
things for patients, who would otherwise be seeing a host of different
doctors.
“It can result in a lot of fragmentation of care, and also poses a significant burden to the patient and caregiver,” said Dr Sue-Anne Toh, who
is clinical director of the regional
health system planning office at
the National University Health System.
The hospital is working with doctors based in the community, such
as those at St Luke’s Hospital and
Lakeside Family Medicine Clinic.
In most cases, hospital specialists
are called upon only when needed,
said Associate Professor Tan Boon

Yeow, who is chief executive officer at St Luke’s Hospital.
“If the patient is stable and can
manage, that’s good,” he said. “If a
new problem arises, we might need

a specialist to order new tests, interpret test results or make a diagnosis.”
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ADVANCED DEFENCE & SECURITY
SYSTEMS THAT SEE THE UNSEEN.
ENGINEER
WHAT’S NEXT.
A first-of-its-kind National Maritime Security System
engineered to keep our waters open and safe. An integrated air
defence system that enables our forces to see further and
respond faster. Police cameras equipped with video analytics to
ensure a safe and secure home for all. Singapore’s engineering
marvels aren’t built on dreams, but a vision of progress. Now,
what world-class innovations will you create?

ENGINEERWHATSNEXT.SG
engineerwhatsnext
Software engineers
bring together
sensors, weapons,
command and control
systems, and advanced
decision–making tools.

Chan Li Wei
Electrical &
Electronics Engineer
Electrical &
electronics engineers
implement a wide network
of police cameras with
advanced video analytics.

Defence engineers
integrate and analyse
sea traffic data
across different
government agencies.

