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SINGAPORE

On July 8, 1970, Dr Chan Kong
Thoe created medical history in
Singapore when he gave Ms Do-
reen Tan, then 29, a new lease of
life with the country’s first kidney
transplant.
In the 55 years since then, sur-

geons here have done thousands
of kidney transplants – with orga-
ns from living and dead donors.
Transplants give patients with
kidney failure a longer life expec-
tancy, as well as a better quality of
life.
On Feb 1, Dr Chan died at the age

of 95. He leaves his wife, Dr Chan
Tuck Kin, three daughters, six
grandchildren and one great-
granddaughter.
ProfessorA. Vathsala, director of

the National University Centre for
Organ Transplantation, described
Dr Chan, who served two terms as
president of the prestigious Tan-
glinClub, as a “pioneering figure in
Singapore’s medical history”.
She said the first transplant op-

erationhedid in1970 “set the stage
for living donor kidney transplant
and subsequent organ transplant

operations of the heart, liver, lungs
and pancreas to be performed in
Singapore over the subsequent
five decades”.
She added: “His vision and com-

mitment to advancing medical
practice have left an enduring leg-
acy in the field of organ transplan-
tation in Singapore, saving count-
less lives through his pioneering
work, and inspiring future gener-
ations of surgeons, transplant phy-
sicians and healthcare profession-
als in Singapore.”
Prof Vathsala said Ms Tan “lived

on with excellent kidney function
for nearly 22 years”.
Professor Kenneth Mak, Singa-

pore’s director-general of health,
expressed his gratitude toDr Chan
for “saving the lives of many pa-
tients with kidney failure”.
Prof Mak said the pioneering

transplant operation “enabled this
life-saving treatment to be estab-
lished in Singapore as a standard
treatment for kidney failure”.
“Since then,manyother patients

with kidney failure have benefited
fromkidney transplants fromboth
deceased and living donors. We
encourage Singaporeans to con-
sider pledging their organs as a
gift of life when they pass away.”

The first organ recipient, Ms
Tan, had suffered from kidney dis-
ease for several years before the
transplant. She had been on dialy-
sis for some months when a cada-
veric kidney became available.

She was actually third in line for
a transplant. But one of the two
patients ahead of her had died,
while the other was ill, and so
could not undergo a transplant.
The donor, Mr Yee Kwok Chong,

was only 20 years old. He was in
hospital with a brain tumour.
When doctors told his mother that
hewas near the point of death, she
agreed to donate his kidney.
Dr Chan, who was then head of

the University of Singapore’s de-
partment of surgery, spent three
hours on the operation to put the
kidney into Ms Tan’s left side. An-
other team had removed the kid-
ney from Mr Yee.
The procedure at Singapore

General Hospital (SGH)was consi-
dered “experimental”. The team
involved had practised on dogs in
the year before the first human
transplant.
It was only after the operation

that Dr Chan found out that the
donor had died of a brain infec-
tion, and not a brain tumour. But
he decided to leave the kidney in
place, and to fight any infection it
might cause.
Things went well and within

days, Ms Tanwas able to sit up and
chat with her husband during his
daily visits. She was discharged
from hospital in September that
year.
However, the drugs she needed

to take following the transplant
caused arthritis in her left hip
joint. Today, the drugs needed by
transplant patients are far less tox-
ic.
Four years after the transplant,

Ms Tan could no longer walk with-
out crutches. However, she was
still grateful for the new lease of
life that the transplant gave her,
and she did much to help other
kidney transplant patients with
advice and encouragement.
Twenty years to the day, Ms Tan

and Dr Chan were at a reunion in
1990 to commemorate the occa-
sion at SGH’s Bowyer Block,where
the surgery took place. About 150
people, including more than 40
other kidney recipients, attended
the event.
Dr Chan’s wake is being held at

Woodlands Memorial’s Island Hall
till Feb 5.
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Dr Chan Kong Thoe with (from left) his wife, Dr Chan Tuck Kin, Professor A. Vathsala, Professor Quek Swee Chye, Professor
Kenneth Mak and Professor K.K. Madhavan. Prof Vathsala said the first transplant operation Dr Chan did in 1970 “set the
stage for living donor kidney transplant and subsequent organ transplant operations of the heart, liver, lungs and pancreas
to be performed in Singapore over the subsequent five decades”. PHOTO: NUH

A fire broke out at a two-storey
shophouse in Little India on Feb 3,
damaging neighbouring shops and
a car.
The Singapore Civil Defence

Force (SCDF) said in a Facebook
post that the interior of the unit at
31 Norris Road was engulfed in
flames that later spread to adjacent
shophouses, causing heat and
smoke damage.
Firefighters were alerted at

11.15am, and extinguished the fire
within an hour using three water
jets.
They covered a car that was

parked in front of the shophouse
with a fire blanket, but it was also

damaged by the blaze.
A combined platform ladder was

deployed to assess andmonitor the
incident from the air.
There were no reported injuries,

and the cause of the fire is still un-
der investigation, said the SCDF.
In footage of the fire posted to

Facebook page Truly SG on Feb 3,
plumes of thick smoke could be
seen billowing from the windows
of the shop,which appeared to be a
massage parlour, and its two
neighbouring units. About five po-
lice officers were also seen outside
the burning unit, with some hold-
ing fire extinguishers.
When The Straits Times arrived

at the scene around 1pm, a police
cordon had been set up. As at 3pm,
the area remained cordoned off to
the public.
Mr Ankush Sharma, who works

at Khansama Tandoori Restaurant
just down the road from the fire-
hit unit, told ST that he saw people
running away in panic.
“There were many people

around, and everyone started run-
ning away. Some were very scared.
The police helped to guide them to
safety,” the 36-year-old supervisor
said.

Mr Ankush called the SCDF
when he spotted the fire. He no-
ticed police officers from the near-
by Rochor Neighbourhood Police
Centre rushing to the scene with
fire extinguishers shortly after
that.
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Shophouses along Norris Road, where a fire broke out earlier in the day on Feb 3, were cordoned off by the police. ST PHOTO: GIN TAY

The Little India shophouse unit is seen engulfed in flames in a video posted on
social media. PHOTO: COMPLAINT SINGAPORE/FACEBOOK

In Singapore’s next general elec-
tion, candidates’ immediate fam-
ily members will be exempted
from a longstanding rule barring
foreigners from being involved in
election activities.
This means they can show sup-

port for candidates during the
campaign period – for instance,
by accompanying themonwalka-
bouts.
But they should not actively

canvass for political support or do
anything that can be interpreted
as an attempt to persuade or dis-
suade voters, said the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) in a joint
statement on Feb 3.
The statement, jointly written

by MHA, the Ministry of Digital
Development and Information
and the Elections Department
(ELD), came in response to
queries on the publication of sev-
eral amendments to election laws
in the government e-Gazette on
Jan 20.
Calling the changes a “practical

approach”, MHA said it recognis-
es that there may be candidates
with foreign family members
who would want to show them
support.
At the same time, the approach

stays true to the principle that
only Singaporeans should take
part in the political process, it
said.
With the changes, foreign fam-

ily members – including those
who are permanent residents –
will not need written authorisa-
tion signed by a candidate, or his
or her election agent, to partici-
pate in election activities.
These include accompanying

the candidate on walkabouts,
house visits or at rallies, aswell as
displaying support for the candi-
date on their own social media
profiles, among other things.
But those under 16 will not be

allowed to do so, in line with the
current rules in the Parliamen-
tary Elections Act.
Another change published in

the government e-Gazette in-

volved amendments to the maxi-
mum number of people allowed
to be present in an area set aside
for the counting of overseas
votes, with respect to a specific
electoral division.
ELD said this practice was al-

ready carried out in past elec-
tions, andwas put intowriting for
clarity.
The changes come ahead of

Singapore’s general election,
which must be held by Novem-
ber.
On Jan 22, ELD announced that

Prime Minister Lawrence Wong
had convened the Electoral
Boundaries Review Committee,
which will review Singapore’s
electoral boundaries, leading to
the redrawing of constituencies.
Based on the previous four

elections, the time between the
committee’s formation and Poll-
ing Day ranges from four to 11
months.
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