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COLLABORATIVE HARDWORK

Behind every successful meeting lies collaborative hard work.
The preparations and ground work started at least 12 months in
advance and reached a feverish pitch in the weeks just before the
meeting. The tireless form of Dr Tan Huay Cheem and Associate
Professor Lim Yean Teng inspired us all, and under their guidance,
bolts were tightened and gears oiled. It was the tremendous
dedication and cooperation of everyone involved that allowed a
smooth delivery without major hiccups. Experience gleaned from
last year’s SICT event contributed immensely to the preparations
for this current meeting. This was particularly apparent in our
seamless coordination with Mediacorp, our official partner for
the transmission and recording of the event. The adroit Dr Ronald
Lee wowed the audience with the many carefully selected live
cases that spanned across multiple areas of Interventional
Cardiology. His factoid team also churned out an elegant sequence
of slides on many interesting interventional topics that were
discussed during the meeting. This was collected and compiled
into a CD-ROM by Dr Teo Swee Guan, as part of the conference
package for the delegate’s future reference. The domestic and
international correspondence by our ground secretarial staff, Ms
Irene Lai and floor planning by our event organizer, Ms Cindy
Chen from NHG College, was efficient and flawless. This year,
we were proud to have all laptops and audio visual equipments
sponsored by BenQ, an internationally renowned conglomerate
in the IT world.

The meeting proper was set in motion by Dr Zhang Xiao
Ling at the helm of the projectors with Dr Teo Swee Guan in
overall charge of audiovisual equipment and myself managing the
centre transmission and theatre control. During the live

demonstrations, Dr Teo and I had the arduous task of being the
interface between the laboratory, convention centre, and the
transmission control station, a job requiring much mental
dexterity to troubleshoot last minute hiccups.

FRONTIERS OF TECHNOLOGY

This year we showcased live transmissions from USA’s Mayo
clinic, India’s Max Devki Devi Heart and Vascular Institute,
Thailand’s Her Majesty Royal Siriraj Hospital and China’s
renowned Fu Wai Hospital. Interesting sessions included a debate
on drug eluting stents, bifurcation lesion intervention strategy,
Mayo Clinic’s stereotatic magnetic guidance approach versus the
technically-challenging Japanese approach (in a patient with an
anomalous artery, treatment of chronic total occlusions,
peripheral and congenital heart disease intervention).

Overall, the live transmissions were a success both in
generating lively debates on both sides and in educational content.
The advanced magnetic field guided coronary intervention
performed by Dr Charanjit Rihal from the Mayo clinic was an
eye opener for most of the Asian delegates who have yet to
experience this frontline technology. The live transmission again
showcased the power and value of satellite technology in the
exchange of knowledge.

LIVE TRANSMISSIONS

Much of the activities were centered on the catheterisation
laboratory over the first two days. Dr Raymond Wong, together
with our resident, Dr Kannan worked hard to coordinate patients’
logistics and care. The efforts of Dr Adrian Low, Dr Ronald Lee,
Dr Jimmy Lim and Dr Richard Torres in ensuring the smooth
organization of the live demonstrations were clearly evident.
Within this whirlwind of activities, the experienced Dr Ong Hean
Yee and Dr Mark Chan took on the role of producer and co-
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The meeting was a great success.
Your hard work, care and

thoughtfulness were apparent
from beginning to end.

Dr Barry Uretsky, President, SCAI
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producer from the carefully setup transmission control station
next to our catheterisation laboratory, directly responsible for
what the Suntec City audience sees on the big screen.

The list of contributors to this highly successful meeting
is endless. We could not have accomplished all these without the
support of Sister Irene and her great team of nurses, technicians,
radiographers and all the cardiac department secretaries. Not to
forget the good work of Mr Lee Suen Ming and his THI secretariat
team made up of Joreen Tan and Irene Lai. Neither can we neglect
to acknowledge our doctors who held the fort in the wards: Dr
Eric Hong, Dr Seow Swee Chong, Dr Edgar Tay and the cardiac
medical officers.

AICT has been another fine demonstration of our cardiac
family’s unity, team spirit and talents. The torch of AICT has been
passed to our cofounder, Dr Ashok Seth from Max Devki Devi
Heart and Vascular Institute, who will stage the next AICT at
New Delhi, India next year.
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